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Cartion

HE HEMP PLANT contins the drug marihuana. Any farmer

planning to grow hemp muse comply with certain regulations of the
Maribuana Tax Actof 1937, This invalves registration with the farmer's
nearest Internal Revenue Collector and the payment of a fee of $1. Al
though the fee is sall, the registration is mandasory and should net
be neglected, as the penalty provisions for not complying with the regu-
lations are very severe. The registration must be renewed each year begin-
ning July 1. This socalled “license” l.n.-rmi:x n farmer to obtain viable
hemp seed from a registered firm dealing in hemp, to plant and grow
the crop, and o deliver mature, rected hemp stalks woa hemp mill,
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HEMP

By B. B. Homixsown, Seafor Adgronosmes!

Thvision of Cotten and Ciker Fitier Crape and flzeases
Horean .q.lf Plant Fadus! Y, Nails. and _.-]'_!.r.".ll.-'.'.r Frarid .I"_'rl:l:.-.'-r.u i'."r.l'l:'ll
Agricaltural Reseaeeh Administration

EMP iz a fiber used in making twines and hght cordage. 1t 1=
iwlen used a=z an extender for imported cordage fibers, particularly
abaea, sisal, and henequen, when supplies of these are not adequate
to meet domestic demands, The size of the hemp industry, therefore,
is greatly influenced by the availability of imported coridag: fibers,
Hemp iz med p hard erop bo grow, It zhould be planted on the maost
productive lnnd on the farm—Iand that would muke 50 ta 70 bushels of
COTIL BT Ao,

The crop is planted with a grain drill and harvested with gpeeial
machinery remted from hemp mills,

It is allowed to lie on the ground until the outer port of the stalks
has rotted, freeing the fibers.  This process is called dew retoing.

The most important step in hemp farming is to stop the retting
process at the proper time.  (See pp. 12 and 13L,)

This bulletin talls how to grow and harvest hemp.  For more in-
formation write to the Burean of Plant Industry, Sotls, and Agrien]
tural Engineering, United States Depurtment of Agriculture, or to
your Sl q-ntn-rmmnt g-'l:|_|::|n||, or eoaeEn it Your COUNLY aeent.

W bt & 5

Hemp is an annval plant that grows from seed ench vear. and
therefore it can be brought readily inte production, It produces
twice as much fiber per acre as flax, the only other fiber that is its
epqual in strength and durabiligy and that is known to be suitable
for culture and preparation on machinery in this country,

When hemp seed is sown thickly for fiber production, the plants
psually grow from § o B feet tall. However, when the plants are
thinly spaced in rows for seed production, they may, under favorable
ponditions, reach a height of 12 to 16 fest, If the plants are not
crowded, they become much branched and are bushy, Uniform stems
approximately % inch in dismeter and 5 to 8 feet long are especially
desired for fiber production, because they can be handled well by the
harvesting and processing machinery available in this country.

Hemp 18 a dicecions plant, that is, the staminate (male) and pis
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